
 NMS Summer Reading 2022 8th Grade 
 Students entering grade 8 should read  Trouble  by Gary  D. Schmidt  and at least  one title from this list. 
 In September, students will complete an in class writing assignment on  Trouble  . Students will also complete  a project on their 
 choice book. 

 Titles that are included in the 2022-2023  NMS Book Challenge are noted with **  after the title 

 SPORTS 

 What About Will**  by Ellen Hopkins-  Twelve-year-old  Trace Reynolds has always looked up to his brother, mostly 
 because Will, who's five years older, has never looked down on him. It was Will who taught Trace to ride a bike, would 
 watch sports on TV with him, and cheer him on at Little League. But when Will was knocked out cold during a football 
 game, resulting in a brain injury--everything changed. Now, seventeen months later, their family is still living under 
 the weight of "the incident," that left Will with a facial tic, depression, and an anger he cannot always control, 
 culminating in their parents' divorce. Afraid of further fracturing his family, Trace begins to cover for Will who, 

 struggling with addiction to pain medication, becomes someone Trace doesn’t recognize. But when the brother he loves so much 
 becomes more and more withdrawn, and escalates to stealing money and ditching school, Trace realizes some secrets cannot be 
 kept if we ever hope to heal. 

 Ten �ousand Tries**  by Amy Makechnie- Twelve-year-old  Golden Maroni is determined to channel his hero, soccer 
 superstar Lionel Messi, and become captain of his soccer team and master of his eighth grade universe…especially since 
 his home universe is spiraling out of orbit. O� the field, Golden’s dad, once a pro soccer player himself, is now battling 
 ALS, a disease that attacks his muscles, leaving him less and less physically able to control his body every day. And while 
 Mom says there’s no cure, Golden is convinced that his dad can beat this, just like any opponent, they just have to try. 

 Golden knows that if you want to perfect a skill you have to put ten thousand tries in, so he’s convinced if he can put that much 
 e�ort in, on and o� the field, he can stop everything from changing. 

 Game Changer  by Tommy Greenwald  -- Thirteen-year-old  Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life after an 
 unspecified football injury at training camp. His family and friends flock to his bedside to support his recovery—and to 
 discuss the events leading up to the tragic accident. Was this an inevitable result of playing a violent sport, or was 
 something more sinister happening on the field that day? Told in an innovative, multimedia format combining dialogue, 
 texts, newspaper articles, transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy’s inner thoughts,  Game Changer  explores  the joyous 
 thrills and terrifying risks of America’s most popular sport. 

 Gutless  by Carl Deuker -- With both good speed and  good hands, wide receiver Brock should be a natural for the varsity 
 team, but he shies from physical contact. Now a target for bullying, Brock struggles to overcome his fears and discover 
 that, in his own way, he is brave enough. 

 Kick  by Walter Dean Myers --Told in their separate  voices, thirteen-year-old soccer star Kevin and police sergeant 
 Brown, who knew his father, try to keep Kevin out of juvenile hall after he is arrested on very serious charges. 

 HISTORICAL FICTION 

 Soul Lanterns**  by Shaw Kuzki-  Twelve-year-old Nozomi  lives in the Japanese city of Hiroshima. She wasn't even born 
 when the bombing of Hiroshima took place. Every year Nozomi joins her family at the lantern-floating ceremony to 
 honor those lost in the bombing. People write the names of their deceased loved ones along with messages of peace, on 
 paper lanterns and set them afloat on the river. This year Nozomi realizes that her mother always releases one lantern 
 with no name. She begins to ask questions, and when complicated stories of loss and loneliness unfold, Nozomi and her 

 friends come up with a creative way to share their loved ones' experiences. By opening people's eyes to the struggles they all keep 
 hidden, the project teaches the entire community new ways to show compassion. Soul Lanterns is an honest exploration of what 
 happened on August 6, 1945, and o�ers readers a glimpse not only into the rich cultural history of Japan but also into the intimate 
 lives of those who recognize--better than most--the urgent need for peace. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 



 We Dream of Space  by Erin Entendra Kelly - Cash, Fitch,  and Bird Nelson Thomas are three siblings  in Park, Delaware. 
 In 1986, as the country waits expectantly for the launch of the space shuttle  Challenger  , they each  struggle with their own 
 personal anxieties. Cash, who loves basketball but has a newly broken wrist, is in danger of failing seventh grade for the 
 second time. Fitch spends every afternoon playing  Major Havoc  at the arcade on Main and wrestles with  an explosive 
 temper that he doesn’t understand. And Bird, his twelve-year-old twin, dreams of being NASA’s first female shuttle 
 commander, but feels like she’s disappearing.  The Nelson Thomas children exist in their own orbits, circling a tense and 

 unpredictable household, with little in common except an enthusiastic science teacher named Ms. Salonga. As the launch of the 
 Challenger  approaches, Ms. Salonga gives her students  a project—they are separated into spacecraft crews and must create and 
 complete a mission. When the fated day finally arrives, it changes all of their lives and brings them together in unexpected ways. 

 The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak  --  When Death has  a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is 
 holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside 
 of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t 
 resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 

 neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

 A Break with Charity: A Story about the Salem Witch Trials  by Ann Rinaldi  --  Susanna wants to join the  circle of girls 
 who meet every week, but doesn't realize that they are about to set o� a torrent of false accusations leading to the 
 imprisonment and execution of countless innocent people. Susanna faces a painful choice. Should she let the witch-hunt 
 panic continue, or should she "break charity" with the group--and risk having her own family members named as 
 witches? 

 �e Devil's Arithmetic  by Jane Yolen --  Hannah is  tired of holiday gatherings−all her family ever talks about is the past. 
 In fact, it seems to her that's what they do every Jewish holiday. But this year's Passover Seder will be di�erent−Hannah 
 will be mysteriously transported into the past . . . and only she knows the unspeakable horrors that await. 

 Forgotten Fire  by Adam Bagdasarian -- In 1915 Vahan  Kenderian is living a life of privilege as the youngest son of a 
 wealthy Armenian family in Turkey. This secure world is shattered when some family members are whisked away while 
 others are murdered before his eyes. Vahan loses his home and family, and is forced to live a life he would never have 
 dreamed of in order to survive. 

 How High the Moon  by Karen Parsons--  To Kill a Mockingbird  meets  One Crazy Summer  in this powerful, bittersweet 
 debut about one girl's journey to reconnect with her mother and learn the truth about her father in the tumultuous 
 times of the Jim Crow South… In the small town of Alcolu, South Carolina, in 1944, 12-year-old Ella spends her days 
 fishing and running around with her best friend Henry and cousin Myrna. But life is not always so sunny for Ella, who 
 gets bullied for her light skin tone, and whose mother is away pursuing a jazz singer dream in Boston.  So Ella is ecstatic 

 when her mother invites her to visit for Christmas. Little does she expect the truths she will discover about her mother, the father 
 she never knew and her family's most unlikely history. 

 �e Island on Bird Street  by Uri Orlev --  During World  War II a Jewish boy is left on his own for months in a ruined 
 house in the Warsaw Ghetto, where he must learn all the tricks of survival under constantly life-threatening conditions. 

 �e Librarian of Auschwitz  by Antonio Iturbe-- Based on the experience of real-life Auschwitz prisoner Dita Kraus, this is 
 the incredible story of a girl who risked her life to keep the magic of books alive during the Holocaust..  See CommonSense 
 Media for parent guide. 

 Marika  by Andrea Cheng  --  Unaware of her Jewish heritage,  Hungarian born Marika is raised as a Christian but learns 
 how dangerous it is to be of Jewish heritage and living in Hungary during World War II. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-librarian-of-auschwitz
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-librarian-of-auschwitz


 �e Night Diary  by  Veera Hiranandani -- After India is separated into two countries: Pakistan and India, hundreds of 
 thousands are killed crossing borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or 
 what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family 
 become refugees to reach her new home. 

 Once  by Morris Gleitzman--  Felix, a Jewish boy in Poland in 1942, is hiding from the Nazis in a Catholic orphanage. The 
 only problem is that he doesn't know anything about the war, and thinks he's only in the orphanage while his parents 
 travel and try to salvage their bookselling business. And when he thinks his parents are in danger, Felix sets o� to warn 
 them--straight into the heart of Nazi-occupied Poland. To Felix, everything is a story: Why did he get a whole carrot in his 
 soup? It must be a sign that his parents are coming to get him. Why are the Nazis burning books? They must be foreign 

 librarians sent to clean out the orphanage's outdated library. But as Felix's journey gets increasingly dangerous, he begins to see 
 horrors that not even stories can explain.Despite his grim surroundings, Felix never loses hope. Morris Gleitzman takes a painful 
 subject and expertly turns it into a story filled with love, friendship, and even humor. 

 �e War I Finally Won  by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  -- Ada's journey continues as World War II rages on and Ada and 
 her brother move in with their guardian Susan. As the fallout from war intensifies, calamity creeps closer, and life during 
 wartime grows even more complicated. Who will Ada decide to be? How can she keep fighting? And who will she struggle 
 to save? 

 Words On Fire  by Jennifer Neilsen 
 Danger is never far from Audra's family farm in Lithuania. She always avoids the occupying Russian Cossack soldiers, 
 who insist that everyone must become Russian -- they have banned Lithuanian books, religion, culture, and even the 
 language. But Audra knows her parents are involved in something secret and perilous. When Cossacks arrive abruptly at 
 their door, Audra's parents insist that she flee, taking with her an important package and instructions for where to 
 deliver it. But escape means abandoning her parents to a terrible fate. As Audra embarks on a journey to deliver the 
 mysterious package, she faces unimaginable risks, and soon she becomes caught up in a growing resistance movement. 
 Can joining the underground network of book smugglers give Audra a chance to rescue her parents? 

 NONFICTION 

 Alias Anna**  by Susan Hood-  She wouldn’t be Zhanna.She’d  use an alias.A for Anna.A for alive. 
 When the Germans invade Ukraine, Zhanna, a young Jewish girl, must leave behind her friends, her freedom, and her 
 promising musical future at the world’s top conservatory. With no time to say goodbye, Zhanna, her sister Frina, and 
 their entire family are removed from their home by the Nazis and forced on a long, cold, death march. When a guard 
 turns a blind eye, Zhanna flees with nothing more than her musical talent, her beloved sheet music, and her father’s 

 final plea: “I don’t care what you do. Just live.” 

 Gone to the Woods  by Gary Paulsen ++ -  His name is  synonymous with high-stakes wilderness survival stories. Now, 
 beloved author Gary Paulsen portrays a series of life-altering moments from his turbulent childhood as his own original 
 survival story. If not for his summer escape from a shockingly neglectful Chicago upbringing to a North Woods 
 homestead at age five, there never would have been a  Hatchet  . Without the encouragement of the librarian  who handed 
 him his first book at age thirteen, he may never have become a reader. And without his desperate teenage enlistment in 
 the Army, he would not have discovered his true calling as a storyteller. An entrancing account of grit and growing up, 
 perfect for newcomers and lifelong fans alike, this is the famed author at his rawest and most real. 

 Black & White: �e Confrontation Between Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth and Eugene “Bull” Connor  by Larry Dane 
 Brimner -- In the nineteen fifties and sixties,  Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth and Eugene "Bull" Connor were at odds for 
 racial equality. .Author Larry Dane Brimner first covers each man's life and then brings them together to show how their 

 confrontation brought about significant change to the southern city. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 



 �e Boys in the Boat  :  �e True Story of an American Team's Epic Journey to Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics  (Young 
 Readers Adaptation)  by Daniel James Brown --  The astonishing tale of nine working-class boys from the American West 
 who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world what true grit really meant. 

 Chasing King’s Killer  by James Swanson  -- In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise to fame, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a 
 mass movement for Civil Rights -- with his relentless peaceful, non-violent protests, public demonstrations, and eloquent 
 speeches. But as violent threats cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's life, Swanson hones in on James Earl Ray, a bizarre, 
 racist, prison escapee who tragically ends King's life. 

 Discovering Wes Moore  (Young Readers Adaptation)  by Wes Moore 
 The other Wes Moore” is one that the author couldn’t get out of his mind, not since he learned that another boy with 
 his name—just two years his senior—grew up in the same Baltimore neighborhood. He wrote that boy—now a man—a 
 letter, not expecting to receive a reply. But a reply came, and a friendship grew, as letters turned into visits and the 
 two men got to know each other. Eventually, that friendship became the inspiration for Discovering Wes Moore, a 
 moving and cautionary tale examining the factors that contribute to success and failure—and the choices that make 
 all the di�erence. Two men. One overcame adversity. The other su�ered the indignities of poverty. Their stories are 
 chronicled in Discovering Wes Moore, a book for young people based on Wes Moore’s best selling adult memoir,  �e 
 Other Wes Moore  . 

 Getting Away With Murder:  �e True Story of the Emmett Till Case  by Chris Crowe- The kidnapping and violent 
 murder of fourteen-year-old Emmett Till in 1955 was and is a uniquely American tragedy. In clear, vivid detail Chris Crowe 
 investigates the before-and-aftermath of Till's murder, as well as the dramatic trial and speedy acquittal of his white 
 murderers, situating both in the context of the nascent Civil Rights Movement. ** 

 Loving vs. Virginia  by Patricia Hruby Powell  -- The  story of a landmark civil rights case, told in spare and gorgeous verse. 
 In 1955, two teenagers fell in love. Richard and Mildred Loving were at the heart of a Supreme Court case that legalized 
 marriage between races, and a story of the devoted couple who faced discrimination, fought it, and won. 

 Outcasts United: �e Story of a Refugee Soccer Team �at Changed a Town  by Warren St. John 
 Based on the adult bestseller, Outcasts United: An American Town, a Refugee Team, and One Woman's Quest to Make 
 a Di�erence, this young people's edition is a complex and inspirational story about the Fugees, a youth soccer team 
 made up of diverse refugees from around the world, and their formidable female coach, Luma Mufleh. 
 Luma Mufleh, a young Jordanian woman educated in the United States and working as a coach for private youth 
 soccer teams in Atlanta, was out for a drive one day and ended up in Clarkston, Georgia, where she was amazed and 
 delighted to see young boys, black and brown and white, some barefoot, playing soccer on every flat surface they 
 could find. Luma decided to quit her job, move to Clarkston, and start a soccer team that would soon defy the odds. 
 Despite challenges to locate a practice field, minimal funding for uniforms and equipment, and zero fans on the 
 sidelines, the Fugees practiced hard and demonstrated a team spirit that drew admiration from referees and 
 competitors alike. 

 Obsessed: A Memoir of My Life With OCD  by Allison  Britz  --  A brave teen recounts her debilitating struggle  with 
 obsessive-compulsive disorder—and brings readers through every painful step as she finds her way to the other side—in 
 this powerful and inspiring memoir. 

 REALISTIC FICTION 

 Summer of Brave**  by Amy Noelle Parks-  Twelve-year-old  Lilla Baxter-Willoughby doesn't lie. She's just a little 
 bit…selective. So when Vivi dares Lilla to start telling the truth as part of their Summer of Brave, Lilla hesitates. Because 
 if she says out loud what she really wants, her whole life might crash down around her. And she doesn't need that. 
 Except maybe she does. A heartfelt coming-of-age story set in the time of academic pressure, divorce, and the #MeToo 
 movement. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 



 �e Field Guide to the North American Teenager**  by Ben Phillippe- Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly 
 too smart for his own good. A Black French Canadian, he knows from watching American sitcoms that those three things 
 don’t bode well when you are moving to Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school, Norris finds himself cataloging 
 everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders, the Jocks, the Loners, and even the Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of 
 friends has never been a priority for him, and this way he can at least amuse himself until it’s time to go back to Canada, 

 where he belongs. Yet against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to Norris. 

 All American Boys  by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely -- When 16-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing 
 and Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at the hands of the police, the boys' school, town, and country are a�ected. The 
 plot contains profanity and violence. 

 Every Shiny �ing  by Cordelia Jensen and Laurie Morriosn 
 In this beautifully constructed middle-grade novel, told half in prose and half in verse, Lauren prides herself on being a 
 good sister, and Sierra is used to taking care of her mom. When Lauren’s parents send her brother to a therapeutic 
 boarding school for teens on the autism spectrum and Sierra moves to a foster home in Lauren’s wealthy neighborhood, 
 both girls are lost until they find a deep bond with each other. But when Lauren recruits Sierra to help with a Robin Hood 
 scheme to raise money for autistic kids who don’t have her family’s resources, Sierra has a lot to lose if the plan goes 
 wrong. Lauren must learn that having good intentions isn’t all that matters when you battle injustice, and Sierra needs to 
 realize that sometimes, the person you need to take care of is yourself. 

 Homeless Bird  by Gloria Whelan --  Like many girls  her age in India, thirteen-year-old Koly faces her arranged marriage 
 with hope and courage. But Koly's story takes a terrible turn when in the wake of the ceremony, she discovers she's been 
 horribly misled—her life has been sold for a dowry. Can she forge her own future, even in the face of time-worn tradition? 

 If I Was Your Girl  by Meredith Russo --  Amanda Hardy, the new girl in school  is keeping a secret.  When she meets Grant, 
 Amanda can't help but start to let him into her life. But she's terrified that once she tells him the truth, he won't be able to 
 see past it.  Because the secret that Amanda's been keeping? It's that at her old school, she used to be Andrew. Will the 
 truth cost Amanda her new life, and her new love? 

 It Wasn’t Me  by Dana Alison Levy --  When Theo's photography  project is mysteriously vandalized at school there are five 
 suspected students who all say "it wasn't me." His favorite teacher  has the six of them come into school over vacation to 
 talk in a "Justice Circle." The six students think of it as their worst nightmare. That is until they realize they might get 
 along after all, despite their di�erences. But what is everyone hiding and will school ever be the same?** 

 Mockingbird  by Kathryn Erskine -- Caitlin is an eleven-year-old  girl with Asperger's who is grieving the loss of her 
 brother, Devon. Caitlin wants to get over it, b, she doesn't know how. When she reads the definition of closure, she realizes 
 that is what she needs. In her search for it, Caitlin discovers that not everything is black and white--the world is full of 
 colors--messy and beautiful. 

 Shooting Kabul  by N.H. Senzai --  Based on a true story.  Escaping from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan in the summer of 
 2001, eleven-year-old Fadi and his family immigrate to the San Francisco Bay Area, where Fadi schemes to return to the 
 Pakistani refugee camp where his little sister was accidentally left behind. 

 FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 

 �e Visitors**  by Greg Howard-  A lonely twelve-year-old boy spends his days “stuck” at the deserted Hollow Pines 
 Plantation in Georgetown, South Carolina with no recollection of his name, how long he’s been there, and no idea how to 
 leave. Things never change much for the lost souls at Hollow Pines and time is strange when you’re dead. But when 
 visitors from the living world arrive for the first time in a long while, the boy feels a spark of hope. These visitors are 
 around his age, and they seem to understand more than others that the plantation is not just spooky or eerie, it’s a sad 

 place where the unspeakable happened again and again. And if these kids could understand the truth about Hollow Pines, maybe 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 



 they could help him uncover the dark secrets of his past and help him find a way to finally move on. But Hollow Pines doesn’t like 
 visitors. And with a malevolent spirit lurking in the shadows and painful memories buried deep, and for good reason, the boy 
 wonders if he’ll ever find his way home or be stuck at Hollow Pines forever.  (Note: This book contains elements of historical 
 fiction, realistic fiction, fantasy, and mystery) 

 All �e Impossible �ings  by Lindsay Lackey--Red’s  inexplicable power over the wind comes from her mother. 
 Whenever Ruby “Red” Byrd is scared or angry, the wind picks up. And being placed in foster care, moving from family to 
 family, tends to keep the skies stormy. Red knows she has to learn how to control it, but can't figure out how. This time, 
 the wind blows Red into the home of the Grooves, a quirky couple who run a petting zoo, complete with a dancing 
 donkey and a giant tortoise. With their own curious gifts, Celine and Jackson Groove seem to fit like a puzzle piece into 
 Red’s heart. But just when Red starts to settle into her new life, a fresh storm rolls in, one she knows all too well: her 
 mother. For so long, Red has longed to have her mom back in her life, and she’s quickly swept up in the vortex of her 
 mother’s chaos. Now Red must decide the possible from the impossible if she wants to overcome her own tornadoes 
 and find the family she needs. 

 �e Belles  by Dhonielle Clayton --  Camellia Beauregard  is a Belle. In the opulent world of Orleans, Belles are revered, for 
 they control Beauty, and Beauty is a commodity coveted above all else. In Orleans, the people are born gray, they are 
 born damned, and only with the help of a Belle and her talents can they transform and be made beautiful.** 

 �e House of the Scorpion  by Nancy Farmer -- In a  future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as 
 the young clone of El Patrón, the 140-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United 
 States. 

 A Ring of Endless Light  by Madeleine L’Engle -- During  the summer her grandfather is dying of leukemia and death 
 seems all around, 15-year-old Vicky finds comfort with the pod of dolphins with whom she has been doing research. 

 Scythe  by Neal Shusterman -- A world with no hunger,  no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those 
 things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and keep the size of the 
 population under control. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could 
 mean losing their own.  See CommonSense Media for  parent guide. 

 Traitor’s Game  by Jennifer A. Nielsen -- In the kingdom  of Antora. Kestra Dallisor has spent three years in exile, but that 
 won’t stop her from being drawn back into her father’s palace politics. A group of rebels kidnap Kestra from her carriage 
 as she reluctantly travels home. The kidnappers want Kestra to retrieve the lost Olden Blade, the only object that can 
 destroy the immortal king, but Kestra is not the obedient captive they expected.  As motives shift and secrets emerge, 
 both will have to decide what—and who—it is they’re fighting for. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, or Amazon. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/scythe-arc-of-a-scythe-book-1

